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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE 1986 ROYAL WEDDING TETE-BECHES 

TETE BECHE 

The Tete Beche that were in the Format Archive are most interesting. They dealt with a British Royalty-
event and they were available in a regulation large sheet, which produced 5 different Tete Beche pairs. 
They came in a large sheet of 80 stamps arranged in Tete Beche formation and meant to be assembled in 
small booklets in blocks of four containing 2 or 3 panes, so this means the large sheet of 80 stamps had to 
be broken up into 5 units to make up five booklets. The arrangement on the large sheet was as follows 
(all 5 units would be the same): 

From left to right, there would be a margin, then a block of four, a wide gutter, another block of four same 
design, one more block of four same design, another wide gutter, a block of four and final margin, 
repeated 4 more times. 

There were also a number of sheets of 40 stamps representing the central part of the big sheet. The sheet 
of 40 stamps was arranged as follows: 

Margin, one pair, then comes a block of four made up of two pairs Tete Beche, final pair and ending in a 
margin, repeated 4 more times. 

I do not understand what sort of a booklet could be produced with the sheet of 40 stamps because while 
there is 5 rows of blocks down the center of the sheet of 40 there is no way to produce a booklet similar to 
the one in the finished booklet. All one can produce is one Tete Beche lot of four plus two pairs with the 
margin left and right and no booklet can be made that way. I have a selection of Tete Beche from the 
large sheet properly separated to show either a single Tete Beche with two stamps or a block of four Tete 
Beche. All this for one value. 

Each British Commonwealth with Tete Beche has two values. One value is available in a pair or a block 
of four. The same value comes in two blocks of four each having the gutter. On one block of four there 
are two Tete Beche pairs. The other block of four, same value, has two pairs both stamps facing the same 
way. They are not Tete Beche. The second value comes the same way. The total is 5 different Tete 
Beche to the set. From the small sheet I can send a unit of 8 stamps margins left and right and with the 
center two pairs in a block of four Tete Beche. 

I did get all that was left in the Archive of these Tete Beche sheets, but there were other Tete Beche sheets 
that had been sold to the public at various times, as well as in several auctions held by Christie's. Robson 
Lowe had the option of selling the stamps either by private sale or by public auction. Other dealers 
picked up some sheets. I have been trying to locate anyone who bought some of them and did purchase a 
few. However, I have been unable to find any dealer offering the Tete Beche pairs in any advertisement 
in the past 15 years. Probably because no one has any quantity, enough to advertise. 

Kasimir Bileski 
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TETE BECHE PAIRS 

Mould you know why these e x i s t ? I t a l l has t o do w i t h assembly o f booklet 
panes t o put up i n t o booklets. There are two types o f booklets p o s s i b l e ; 
those t h a t open up e i t h e r at l e f t and r i g h t and the f a r commoner i n use, 
the l e f t hand booklet. 5 c Gd '3 ft 

A t y p i c a l l e f t and r i g h t booklet would be p r i n t e d from a p l a t e t h a t has 
four t o twelve wide u n i t s and u s u a l l y 10 down. This sheet i s imperforate 
between every two stamps h o r i z o n t a l l y and imperforate at the center v e r t i ­
c a l l y . C u t t i n g i t down reduces i t t o a number o f left-handed and r i g h t -
handed panes which are then assembled i n t o booklets. 

This i s a cumbersome way t o assemble booklets and i t i s used most r a r e l y . 

Far easier t o handle i s the tete-beche method. I t i s the same s i t u a t i o n 
as above except i n the sheet destined f o r booklets the right-hand row o f 
panes i s i n v e r t e d . On c u t t i n g apart the tete-beche vanishes and the 
r e s u l t i s a neat l e f t handed booklet. 

What i f such a sheet showing the t e t e beche v a r i e t i e s comes on the market? 
What have we then? 

Usually a small or large f o r t u n e , whether i t f s j u s t a p a i r t e t e beche or a 
complete two pane t e t e beche u n i t from the sheet. 

TAKE CANADA FOR EXAMPLE 

F i r s t one ever was # 7 7 i i - a p a i r i s valued at $3,500.00, complete 
booklet at $15,000.00 

#90bi - same as above 
Admirals #105bi, #107ci, #109ai - these three i n p a i r s come t o over 

$10,ooo.oo4|^P^r S^SlVl^f^'^4'' ( j f c^ f t ^ ^ t f ^ 

Now t h a t ' s b i g bucks! 

So, go to the 1928 set w i t h i t s 1$, 2$, 5<£ booklet panes. Here the t e t e 
beche p a i r s w i t h premium f o r NH can be bought f o r $1,500.00 the l o t o f three. 

That i s more l i k e i t . $500.00 per t e t e beche p a i r i s w i t h i n reasonable 
reach o f most pocketbooks. 

Now what i f I was t o o f f e r you not one but two t e t e beche p a i r s , AND THAT 
THESE PAIRS ARE SCARCER THAN THE CANADA $500.00 PAIRS, f o r only: 

$100.00 FOR THE TWO!! 

Interested? 
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The two p a i r s are from a B r i t i s h Commonwealth West I n d i a n country. The 
stamps are p a r t o f an issued s e t , they are a s t o n i s h i n g l y handsome and 
s e n s a t i o n a l l y i n t e r e s t i n g (and here I r e f e r o n l y t o the issued s e t ) . 
Booklets were t o be issued but none d i d come o u t , f o r whatever reason, 
unknown t o me at present. 

Only the t e t e beche p a i r s remain, and I do guarantee they are scarcer than 
our 1928 Canadian t e t e beche and t h i s i s backed by a statement as t o 
number e x i s t i n g by a foremost English and world p h i l a t e l i c e x p e r t . 

U n t i l I got my supply o n l y Queen E l i z a b e t h had these i n her c o l l e c t i o n ! 

A l l t h i s should be enough t o get you t o send $100.00 my way, but i n a d d i t i o n 
t o the two p a i r s you w i l l also r e c e i v e $100.00 worth net o f good Canadian 
or f o r e i g n o r bo t h , worth every cent o f $100.00. These w i l l be my choice. 

Price i s i n U.S.A. funds. (Canadian p r i c e i s $120.00. I ' l l pay the GST). 

Orders w i t h remittances have preference, but you are welcome t o have t h i s 
group on approval. Pay or r e t u r n a f t e r r e c e i p t . I n e i t h e r case allow 
p l e n t y o f time f o r a t t e n t i o n - up t o e i g h t weeks - as coming up are the 
usual y e a r l y vacations f o r the s t a f f . A l l remittances w i l l be h e l d i n t a c t 
u n t i l stamps are mailed out by r e g i s t e r e d m a i l . 

Kasimir B i l e s k i 

Orders o r requests t o : 

K. BILESKI LTD., K. BILESKI LTD., 
STATION B, or P.O. BOX 500, 
WINNIPEG, MANITOBA, PEMBINA, ND. 
CANADA R2W 3R4 U.S.A. 58271 


